
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Unit Title:   Unit 3:  Biographies 
 
Unit Designers: Grade 3 Team 
 
Level(s): Grade 3 

 
Time Span: 8 weeks 

 
Content Area: 
 

Career Prep                Health/PE            M&C Languages   Social Studies                  
English Language Arts            Mathematics           Science & Tech   Visual & Perf. Arts 

 
 
Summary of Unit:   
Through research, students will collect information from various resources and complete a biography of a 
well known American.  This biography will show how people and events have a major impact on history. 
 
 
Content Standards/Performance Indicators: 
MLR – Chapter 132 
History 
E.1. Historical Knowledge, Concepts, Themes, and Patterns:  Students understand various major eras 
in the history of the community, Maine, and the United States. 

b. Identify various major historical eras, major enduring themes, turning points, events, 
consequences, persons, and timeframes, in the history of the community, Maine, and the United 
States. 

 
 
Key Pre-Requisites: 
 Knowledge: 

Know how to find information from various sources. 
Know that life today is both the same and different from the past. 
Identify key events in history. 
 
Skills: 
List important events in chronological order 
Able to summarize information 

 
Enduring Understandings: 
People and events have had a major impact on our history. 
 
Essential Questions that Guide and Focus This Unit: 
Why is it important to use more than one resource in research? 
How does researching a famous person help you to understand history? 
Why is it important to document history? 
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Key Knowledge and Skills students will acquire as a result of this unit: 
 Knowledge: 

Identify major events in history. 
Know how to examine historical readings/document. 
 
Skills: 
Using research skills to collect and analyze data 
Read for purpose and summarizing 
Develop note taking skills 
Organize information in logical sequence 

 
How will students provide evidence of their understandings?  
Complete a summative assessment research paper. 
Create timelines of events of a well known American’s life. 
Presentation to classmates 
Graphic organizers/portfolios 
 
Teaching and Learning experiences used to help students understand:  
Research using multiple resources 
Interview local historians 
Arranging historical information in chronological order 
 
Provisions for Extending Learning: 
Independent study’ 
Research more than one person 
Do a presentation dressed as their well known American.’ 
Interview a well known American. 
 
How will technology be used to increase student achievement? 
 LCD projector for presentations 
Videos of biographies 
Audio books of well known American 
 
Instructional Resources: 
Oral presentations 
Visits to local museum/historical societies 
Personal interviews  
Class discussions 
Artifacts 
Pictures 
National Geographic 
Videos 
  
 

Attach a copy of the unit assessment tool, including criteria for evaluation of student 
performance/product. 

 
Well Known Americans 


